Mutagenicity of the urine extracts of the rats to which either o-tolidine or Evans Blue, an o-tolidine-based azo dye, had been orally given was assayed in the Salmonella/mammalian-microsome test. The urine extracts obtained from the rats treated with o-tolidine showed stronger mutagenicity than o-tolidine itself.
INTRODUCTION
In recent years increasing attention has been paid to biphenyl-based dyestuffs 3 ,3'-dimethyl-N,N'-diacetylbenzidine can be detected as urinary metabolites of ƒÍ -tolidine (3,3'-dimethylbenzidine In recent years information has been increasing with respect to the metabolism Peak number is the same as in Fig. 1 . The experimental result that CH3-DAB is less mutagenic than CH3-AB draws 
